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Propositions Accompanying the Thesis 
Governance of International Adaptation Finance for Local Climate 
Change Adaptation:  
An Analysis of Adaptation Fund Projects 
by 
Ornsaran Manuamorn 
 
1. Understanding why so little of international adaptation finance has reached 
the local level to date requires more research on how finance is linked through a 
cascade of institutions and actors to the actual implementation of adaptation, 
which is essentially a governance issue (Adger et al. ,2009). (Chapter 2) 
 
2. Research on international climate finance needs to move away from simply 
describing the importance of climate finance governance arrangements towards 
explaining how they impact local climate change adaptation actions. (This thesis) 
 
3. A meaningful assessment of the level of community focus of adaptation 
projects requires combining the quantification of adaptation finance designated 
for community-level beneficiaries, with the indicator-based assessment of 
qualitative characteristics that reflect the key design principles of community-
level adaptation. (Chapter 5) 
 
4. Country-level enabling conditions matter for shaping the use of international 
adaptation finance at the project level to be community-focused. (Chapter 6) 
 
5. The design to promote innovations in internationally-financed adaptation 
projects is shaped by a combination of pre-existing national and local institutional 
capacities and their exposure to established global knowledge on innovation 
dissemination. (Chapter 7) 
 
6. It is ironic that, after decades of international development assistance, the 
donor community still ponders the same question: how much should the very 
people the system wants to help be involved in the very decision-making that 
affects them. 
 
7. What explains the presence of an outcome is not automatically the negation 
of the conditions, or configuration of conditions, that explains the absence of 
such outcome. 
 
8. Going broad brings as important insights as going deep. 
  
9. “Vulnerability is the birthplace of innovation, creativity and change.” 
- Brené Brown 
 
10. Completing a PhD. is about balancing what you want to do with what you 
need to do, one day at a time.  
